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Dear Westwood Family,

It's 2008!  And time couldn't be flying by any quicker 
around here!  We have begun a new semester. Our 
students are growing by leaps and bounds in their 
academic abilities, and they seem to be growing by 
leaps and bounds in height and maturity as well.  What 
a fun business for us to be in Ð we get a first-hand view 
of great and exciting progress made by young people.  
It truly keeps us smiling.

We continue to "Celebrate 40 Years of Excellence!"  
Two Westwood family events, Character Night and 
Math Night, show kids our partnership triangle Ð 
students, parents, faculty Ð as we all work together for 
success.  When our parents become part of our learning 
community, children see how much we care about their 
social and academic growth. 

We also "gear up" for State testing and nationally- 
normed progress testing with the ITBS test for first 
graders (February 12 & 13) and the TAKS test for third 
graders (March 5). In both of these tests, students are 
able to show what they know and how far they have 
progressed in learning.  These are times when we wish 
for the "excellence factor" to shine through Ð not so 
much that they "pass" but that they SOAR!  For 
TAKS, this is called a "Commended Performance."  
We believe that the Friendswood community doesn't 
just want to settle for passing Ð a comparison similar to 
whether you'd be satisfied to have your child get a "C" 
when he/she is so capable of an "A."  Commended 
Performance on TAKS is that "A."  Asking your 
children to take their time, use their strategies, and give 
their best effort is helping to promote the excellence 
factor.  Without undue stress, letting your child know 
you're looking for the "CP" label will raise the bar for 

them in expectation level.  We know they can do it!

Finally, we are always grateful for your support and in 
the many ways we see you making this place special.   
With Round Up around the corner, let us say in 
advance that your willingness to make this school better 
by giving your time or special funding makes us so 
proud to be here surrounded by great people.  On the 
way to the 41st year of excellence, we know it happens 
because of YOU. 

As always, we are committed to dynamically shaping 
hearts and minds for the future!

Lynn Hobratschk, Principal

          Music notes

Something amazing happens over the winter holiday 
break. The students come back alive, eager to learn, 
more mature, and ready to dive into new challenges. 
This year is no exception!

Does the sentence, ÒEvery Good Boy Does Fine,Ó ring 
a bell? The third graders have been applying their 
knowledge of note reading to the recorder this semester. 
Melodious tunes are filling the music room! Be on the 
lookout for more information about our recorder 
showcase concerts in March.

Can you name all 50 states in alphabetical order? Ask 
any second grader at Westwood for help! Before we 
learned the classic song, ÒFifty Nifty,Ó we took a pretest 
to see how many states the students knew. We then 
learned the song and took a posttest. What a HUGE 
difference! 

Kindergarten and first grade continue to read music and 
play percussion instruments. We have been exploring 
our Òroller coasterÓ voices; ask them about it! We love 
to sing and move! We continue to learn songs that are 
fun as well as have a strong character message.

Laura Rachita, Music Instructor 
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VAlentineÕs parties

Parties for grades K-3 are scheduled for Friday, 
February 15, 2008, from 1:30-2:30.  Room decorating 
may begin at 1:00.

Phys. Ed. Said. . .

We have been discussing the importance of healthy 
eating  and getting enough physical activity in our daily 
lives.  www.mypyramid.gov Food Guidance Systems 
has many tools and resources for you and your child to 
use to help balance your calorie intake and physical 
activity for optimal health.  Check it out!

Westwood students are working on a rhythmic unit 
including jumping rope, dancing, rhythmic activities 
and games that develop coordination, self expression, 
creativity, and endurance.  Our annual Jump Rope for 
Heart will be held during P.E. classes on February 19th 
and 20th for 1st-3rd graders.  This event is held to 
encourage your child to establish a healthy lifestyle by 
living Òheart healthy,Ó eating well, not smoking, and 
staying physically active in their daily life, while raising 
funds to support the fight against heart disease and 
stroke.  Your childÕs efforts to raise funds for the 
American Heart Association may help save the lives of 
people in your family, school, and community. 

Recha Stephens, P. E. Instructor

      
     The Artist Pallet

We have completed our 2007-2008 Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo Art contest.  The judged and ribboned 
winners have their work displayed at the Clear Lake Art 
Alliance Center at 2000 Nasa Road 1 and Upper Bay 
Road from January 17-27, 2008.  The work for 
Westwood is upstairs.  The following students won 1st 
place blue ribbons or 2nd place red ribbons:
Blue Ribbons: 3rd grade: Conner Phinney, 

Thompson Westrum, and Lauren Podlewski

2nd grade: Sydney Antill and Brandon Lantau
1st grade: Sallianne Roher and Hannah Powers
Kindergarten:  Tylor Glidewell, Allison Wyrick, 
Ryan Kallesen, Blake Bryant, Mackenzie Muecke, 
Riley Nickerson, Samantha Page, and Ian Rhew

Red Ribbons:  3rd grade: Christina Castillo, 
Isabella Jones, Andy Gray, Griffin Schneider, 
Blake Norris, and Rushton Sopel
2nd Grade:  Andy Nguyen, Kathryn Nguyen, 
Destiny Lay, Blake Seiler, and Nnemdi Okose
1st grade:  Katherine Whitlock, Rebecca 
Andrews, Alexis Olsen, Izabella Pacheco, Thomas 
Hamre, Faith Brothers, and Grace McKinney.

In other art news, we are working on various winter 
themes.  The third graders are making snow globes, a 
cut paper project.  The second graders have created 
three dimensional Model Magic clay sculptures.  First 
graders cut paper snowflakes and are making 3-D clay 
sculptures.  Kindergarteners drew snowmen and are 
also creating sculptures using Model Magic clay.  We 
have had a great start to the new year!

Jody Blessitt, Art Instructor 

     
      Spelling                  Champ!         

Congratulations to Tom Hermes, Westwood's 2008 
Spelling Bee Champion and our runner up, Sarah Hall.  
Great job! Good luck to Tom as he represents 
Westwood in the Galveston County Spelling Bee on 
February 16!

    
Lost and  Found

We have many items in the lost and found!  If you have 
not seen a jacket or sweater lately, come see if it might 
be here at Westwood.  All items will be donated to a 
worthy cause at the end of this month, so please retrieve 
your lost items now. 
 

CounselorÕs Connection

Students visited my office to talk about Fairness this 
month and left with little chicken finger puppets thanks 
to a generous donation by the FISD Education 
Foundation and Joe Scruggs.  With the fine feathered 



friends, we were able to play a riveting game of Fair or 
Fowl; check out my counselor's page online for more 
details or ask your child(ren) about it.

By the time this goes to print, we will have hosted our 
Family Character Night Picnic.   A huge thanks goes to 
Mrs. Rachita and the Treble Makers Choir for the 
entertainment, to the PTO for purchasing the Golden 
Rule rulers, to author Phillip Hoose for his visit to our 
campus from his home in Maine, and to Tricycle Press 
for providing the award-winning book Hey, Little Ant 
to our family at a discounted price.  I hope that this sort 
of outing will become a tradition at Westwood.

As we cruise into the Spring semester, let me remind 
you that I am always available to normalize behaviors 
or address concerns that you may have about your 
child.  Please feel free to call, visit, or email me and 
know that my door is always opened.  Happy 
February!                                 

Barbara Gruener, Counselor

Health Hints

February is Dental Health Month. Remember these 
important steps when brushing your teeth:
(Items needed: dental floss, mouthwash, toothbrush, 
and toothpaste)
Steps to brushing your teeth:
1. Squeeze some toothpaste onto a soft-bristled 

toothbrush.  Your toothpaste should contain 
fluoride.

2.  Use short, back-and-forth brushing motions to clean 
the outside and inside surfaces of the teeth, as well 
as the chewing surfaces. Follow with up-and-down 
motions to clean the inside surfaces of the front 
teeth.

3. Brush along the gum line. This is extremely 
important, as gum disease starts here. Brush gently 
to avoid damaging your gums.

4. Make sure to brush your back molars, where 
bacteria like to hide.

5.  Brush your tongue to remove bacteria that might 
cause bad breath.

6.  Spit out the toothpaste and rinse your mouth with 
water or mouthwash.

7. Try to floss at least once a day, since most adult 
cavities occur between teeth. The most important 
time to floss is before going to bed. Floss before or 

after you brush; either is fine. Guide the floss 
between the teeth and use it to gently rub the side of 
each tooth.

             B.E.A.R. NIGHT

READ!  READ!  READ!  That's what third graders are 
doing.  B.E.A.R. (Be Enthusiastic About Reading) 
Night is February 22nd, and we are reading our way 
there.  All third-grade students who were interested 
started reading on January 14 and will continue to read 
until February 8th.  All forms must be returned no later 
than February 15th to attend B.E.A.R. Night.  Students 
participating will enjoy a magic show, crafts, games, 
and much more.  Thanks for supporting good reading 
habits at Westwood.

Important Dates

Friday, Feb. 1 PTO mtg. 9:00 am
Mondy - Friday
Feb. 4-8 National School CounselorsÕ     

Week
Friday, Feb. 8 Chinese Dragon @ soccer field

1:30 pm
Tuesday, Feb. 12 ITBS testing 1st grade
Wednesday, Feb. 13ITBS testing 1st grade
Friday, Feb. 15 Valentine parties 1:30-2:30 pm
Thursday, Feb. 21 Family Math Night
Friday, Feb. 22 B.E.A.R. Night
Friday, Feb. 29 Go Texan Day!
Tuesday, Mar. 4 Texas Primary Voting
Wednesday, Mar. 5 TAKS Reading testing 3rd grade
Friday, Mar. 6 PTO mtg. 9:00 am 


