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Dear Westwood Family,

It's 2008! And time couldn't be flying by any quicker
around here! We have beguna new semesterOur
studentsare growing by leapsand boundsin their
academicabilities, and they seemto be growing by
leapsand boundsn heightand maturity aswell. What

a fun business for us to lreD we get a first-hand view

of greatand exciting progressmadeby young people.
It truly keeps us smiling.

We continueto "Celebrate40 Years of Excellence!"
Two Westwoodfamily events,CharacterNight and
Math Night, show kids our partnershiptriangle B
studentsparentsfaculty b as weall work togetherfor

success. Wheaur parents become pant our learning
community,children seehow muchwe careabout their
social and academic growth.

We also "gear up" for State testing and nationally-
normed progresstestingwith the ITBS testfor first
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them in expectation level. We know they can do it!

Finally, we arealwaysgrateful foryour support andn
the manyways we seeyou making this place special.
With Round Up around the corner, let us say in
advance that your willingness make this school better
by giving your time or special funding makesus so
proudto be here surroundedy greatpeople. On the
way tothe 41styear of excellenceye know it happens
because of YOU.

As always,we arecommittedto dynamically shaping
hearts and minds for the future!
Lynn Hobratschk, Principal
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Music notes

Somethingamazing happensover the winter holiday
break. The studentscome back alive, eagerto learn,
more mature, and ready to dive into new challenges.
This year is no exception!

Doesthe sentence)EveryGoodBoy Does Fine,@ing
a bell? The third gradershave been applying their
knowledge of note reading to the recorder this semester.
Melodioustunesarefilling the musicroom! Be on the

graders (February 12 & 13) and the TAKS test for thifgekout for more information about our recorder

graders(March 5). In both of thesetests,studentsare
able to show what they know and how far they have
progressedn learning. Theseare timeswvhen wewish
for the "excellencefactor” to shinethrough® not so
much that they "pass" but that they SOAR! For
TAKS, this is called a "CommendedPerformance.
We believe that the Friendswoodcommunity doesn't
just wantto settlefor passing £ comparisorsimilar to
whetheryou'd besatisfiedto haveyour child get a"C"
when he/sheis so capableof an "A." Commende
Performanceon TAKS is that "A." Asking your
childrento taketheir time, usetheir strategies, andive

their besteffort is helpingto promotethe excellence

factor. Without unduestress,letting your child know
you'relooking for the "CP" label will raisethe bar for

showcase concerts in March.

Canyou nameall 50 statesin alphabeticalorder?Ask
any secondgraderat Westwoodfor help! Before we
learned the classic song, OFifty Nifty,O we took a pretest

« to see how many statesthe studentsknew. We then

learnedthe song and took a posttest.What a HUGE
difference!

¢ Kindergarten andirst grade continue teead music and

play percussioninstruments.We have beenexploring
our Orollercoaster@oices;ask themaboutit! We love
to sing and move! We continueto learnsongsthat are
fun as well as have a strong character message.
Lawra Rachito, Music Instructor



VAlentineOsparties
Parties for grades K-3 are scheduled for Friday,

Februaryl5, 2008, from 1:30-2:30. Roomdecorating
may begin at 1:00.
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We have beendiscussingthe importance of healthy
eating and gettingenough physicahctivity in our daily
lives. www.mypyramid.govFood GuidanceSystems
has manytools andresources for yoand yourchild to
use to help balanceyour calorie intake and physical
activity for optimal health. Check it out!

Westwood studentsare working on a rhythmic unit
including jumping rope, dancing, rhythmic activities

and gamesthat developcoordination,self expression,

creativity, and endurance. Our annualJump Ropefor

Heart will beheld during P.E. class@&s February 19th

and 20th for 1st-3rd graders. This eventis held to
encourageyour child to establisha healthylifestyle by
living Ohearhealthy,Oeating well, not smoking, and
staying physicallyactive in their dailylife, while raising
funds to supportthe fight againstheart diseaseand
stroke. Your childOsefforts to raise funds for the
AmericanHeart Associatiormay help savehe livesof
people in your family, school, and community.
Rechov Stephens; P. E. Instructor
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We havecompleted ou2007-2008HoustonLivestock

The Artist Pallet

Show and Rodeo Art contest. The judged and ribboned
winners have their work displayed at the Clear Lake Art

Alliance Centerat 2000NasaRoadl1 and Upper Bay

Road from January 17-27, 2008. The work for

Westwood isupstairs. The following studentsvon 1st

place blue ribbons or 2nd place red ribbons:

Blue Ribbons: 3rd grade: Conner Phinney,
Thompson Westrum, and Lauren Podlewski

2nd grade:SydneyAntill andBrandonLantau
1stgrade:SallianneRoherand HannahPowers
Kindergarten: Tylor Glidewell, Allison Wyrick,
Ryan Kallesen,Blake Bryant, MackenzieMuecke,
Riley Nickerson, Samantha Page, and lan Rhew
Red Ribbons: 3rd grade: Christina Castillo,
Isabella Jones, Andy Gray, Griffin Schneider,
Blake Norris, and Rushton Sopel
2nd Grade: Andy Nguyen, Kathryn Nguyen,
Destiny Lay, Blake Seiler, and Nnemdi Okose
1st grade: Katherine Whitlock, Rebecca
Andrews, Alexis Olsen, IzabellaPachecoThomas
Hamre, Faith Brothers, and Grace McKinney.

In other art news, we are working on various winter
themes. The third gradersare makingsnow globes,a
cut paper project. The secondgradershave created
threedimensionalModel Magic clay sculptures. First
graderscut papersnowflakesand aremaking 3-D clay
sculptures. Kindergartenersdrew snowmenand are
also creatingsculpturesusing Model Magic clay. We
have had a great start to the new year!

Jody Blessitt, Art Instructor
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Spelling )(ﬁ Champ!

Congratulationsto Tom Hermes, Westwood's2008
SpellingBee Champiorand our runnerup, SaratHall.
Great job! Good luck to Tom as he represents
Westwoodin the GalvestonCounty Spelling Bee on
February 16!

q'l l"J
i M.-"'\.I Ir-:'{"'n'"-r!
Q“ﬁr \ > Lostand Found U,l_.fl‘l

We have many itemis the lost and foundlf you have
not seena jacketor sweaterately, comesee ifit might
be hereat Westwood. All itemswill be donatedto a

worthy cause at the end of this month, so please retrieve

your lost items now.

CounselorOsConnection . ;

Studentsvisited my office to talk aboutFairnessthis
monthand leftwith little chickenfinger puppetghanks
to a generousdonation by the FISD Education
Foundationand Joe Scruggs. With thefine feathered



friends, wewere ableto play a rivetinggame ofFair or
Fowl; checkout my counselor'pageonline for more
details or ask your child(ren) about it.

By thetime thisgoesto print, we will have hostedour

Family CharacteNight Picnic. A huge thankgoes to
Mrs. Rachita and the Treble Makers Choir for the
entertainmentto the PTO for purchasingthe Golden
Rule rulers,to authorPhillip Hoosefor his visit to our

campusfrom his homein Maine,andto Tricycle Press
for providing the award-winningbook Hey, Little Ant

to ourfamily at adiscounted pricel hope thathis sort
of outing will become a tradition at Westwood.

As we cruise into the Spring semester|et me remind
you thatl am always availableto normalizebehaviors
or addressconcernsthat you may have about your
child. Pleasefeel free to call, visit, or email me and
know that my door is always opened. Happy
February!

Bawrbowraw Gruener, Cownselor
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@ Health Hints @ﬂ

Februaryis Dental Health Month. Rememberthese

important steps when brushing your teeth:

(Items needed dental floss, mouthwash,toothbrush,

and toothpaste)

Steps to brushing your teeth:

1. Squeezesome toothpaste onto a soft-bristled
toothbrush.  Your toothpaste should contain
fluoride.

after you brush; either is fine. Guide the floss

between the teeth and use it to gently rub the side of

each tooth.

B.E.A.RNIGHT

READ! READ! READ! That's what third graders are
doing. B.E.A.R. (Be EnthusiasticAbout Reading)
Night is February22nd, and we arereadingour way
there. All third-grade studentswho were interested
startedreading onJanuaryl4 andwill continue toread
until February8th. All forms mustbe returnecdo later
than February 15tho attendB.E.A.R. Night. Students
participatingwill enjoy a magic show, crafts, games,
and much more. Thanksfor supportinggood reading
habits at Westwood.

Important Dates
Friday, Feb. 1 PTO mtg. 9:00 am
Mondy - Friday
Feb. 4-8 National School CounselorsO
Week
Friday, Feb. 8 Chinese Dragon @ soccer field
1:30 pm

Tuesday, Feb. 12 ITBS testing 1st grade

2. Use short, back-and-forth brushing motions to cle@fednesday, Feb. 13TBS testing 1st grade

the outsideand insidesurfacesof the teethaswell

Friday, Feb. 15 Valentine parties 1:30-2:30 pm

as thechewing surfaces. Followith up-and-down Thyrsday, Feb. 21 Family Math Night

motions to cleanthe inside surfacesof the front
teeth.
3. Brush along the gum line. This is extremely

Friday, Feb. 22
Friday, Feb. 29
Tuesday, Mar. 4

B.E.A.R. Night
Go Texan Day!
Texas Primary Voting

important,as gum disease startsere.Brushgently \yednesday, Mar. 5 TAKS Reading testing 3rd grade

to avoid damaging your gums.

4. Make sure to brush your back molars, where
bacteria like to hide.

5. Brush your tongueto removebacteriathat might
cause bad breath.

6. Spit out the toothpasteandrinse your mouth with
water or mouthwash.

7. Try to floss at leastonce a day, since most adult
cavities occur betweenteeth. The most important

time to flossis before going to bed:loss before or

Friday, Mar. 6 PTO mtg. 9:00 am




